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Second, at the margin, the aggregate supply response, over the entire period 1950/51 to 
2002/03, except for a couple of years in the early 1950s, is dominated by the relative 
contribution of the Services sector. In the low growth phase, for the most part, the relative 
contribution of Industry lags behind that of the Services and Agriculture. In the higher 
growth phase the relative cont
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This paper is an attempt to understand better the characteristics of the growth of the 
Indian economy over the period 1980/81 to 2002/3, in comparison with 1950/51 to 
1980/81, from the standpoint of aggregate demand and aggregate supply. It has been 
widely argued that 1980/81 marked a break in the trend rate of growth of the economy, 
with the economy settling at a higher trend rate of around 5.5% p.a. It is hoped that this 
paper will provide a more nuanced understanding of this so-called higher-growth phase 
and what might be necessary to do to increase and sustain the rate of growth of per capita 
income. 
 
The paper reaches two broad sets of conclusions. First, both in the low and higher growth 
phase of the India’s economy, aggregate demand, is at the margin, consumption driven 
and only weakly investment driven over some of that period. Moreover, at the margin, 
aggregate demand is more consumption driven in the higher growth phase than in an 
earlier high investment phase. Particularly, in the post- reform period, unlike any other 
period (including the 1980s), not only is aggregate demand consumption driven but is not 
even weakly investment driven. This is because, in the higher growth phase, consumption 
exhibits significant acceleration in trend rate of growth. This acceleration in consumption 
growth and its impact on the growth process has not been discussed in the literature and 
is a particular contribution of this paper. Demand growth is consumption driven because 
of the changing composition of government expenditure as a source of autonomous 
demand. But this very shift towards increased government consumption expenditure also 
adversely affects the inducement to invest and therefore output growth. 
 
Second, and somewhat unusually, at the margin, the aggregate supply response, across 
both low and higher growth phases of the Indian economy, except for a couple of years in 
the early 1950s, is dominated by the relative contribution of the Services sector. In the 
low growth phase, for the most part, the relative contribution of Industry lags behind that 
of the Services and Agriculture. In the higher growth phase the relative contribution of 
industry improves but still lags behind that of the Service sector. The relative contribution 
of the Agriculture lags behind that of Services and Industry in the higher growth phase. 
 
The paper is divided into six sections. Section I discusses why composition of aggregate 
demand is an important issue and its relationship with the market question. Section II has 
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model that has been used. Section IV looks at the behaviour of aggregate demand and its 
components over both the higher and the low growth phases of the economy and the 
evolution of government expenditure as a source of autonomous demand. Section V 
looks at the aggregate supply response. Section VI concludes with a brief agenda for 
future research. 
 

 
Section I: Composition of Aggregate Demand and the Market Question 

Why should we worry about the composition of demand as between consumption and 
investment if aggregate demand growth is robust enough as it has been since 1980/81? 
Because the composition of demand and specifically the nature of investment demand 
lies at the heart of income distribution and what is called ‘the market question’. That 
developing countries are investment constrained (as opposed to savings constrained) in 
terms of achieving full employment of available resources, was first articulated by 
Kalecki (1965).  As Kalecki argues “The crucial problem facing under-developed 
countries is thus to increase investment considerably, not for the sake of generating 
effective demand, as was the case in an under-employed developed country, but for the 
sake of accelerating expansion of productive capacity indispensable for the rapid growth 
of national income.” 
 
In the Indian context the relationship between the composition of aggregate demand and 
the market question was first broached by Sukhamoy Chakravarty in his 1979 paper ‘On 
the Question of Home Market and Prospects for Indian Growth’ and then taken forward 
and formalised by Prabhat Patnaik in his 1984 paper ‘Market Question and Capitalist 
Development in India’. And it is our understanding that the market question, specifically 
its manifestation in the form of ‘the inducement to invest’1, is at the heart of the reason 
why India’s growth remains inequitable and, until very recently, relatively slow, both to 
others and her own requirements. 
 
The required rate of growth is defined in terms of that which allows full employment of 
available resources. If the long term employment elasticity of output is declining, in part 
because of diffusion of labour saving technical change and in part due to increased levels 
of intra-capitalist competition, then it would necessitate an increase in the required rate of 



participation ratios) then the required increase in rates of growth of output are even 
greater. The tendency of the required rate to rise would get counteracted to the extent that 
technical change is capital augmenting. Therefore whether the current rate of growth of 
an economy is high or low cannot be judged in terms of some absolute level, but only in 
relation to that which allows for a full employment of available capital and labour3 
resources. 
 
In the context of Indian growth literature, the first person to suggest the market size 
constraint to growth was Bagchi (1970), arguing that increasing inequality constrained 
the growth of the market through the under-consumption channel. Among others, this 
was taken forward and developed by Raj (1976) and Nayyar (1978).  However, taking 
Kalecki’s (1965) analysis in this matter forward, Chakravarty (1979) argued that‘[O]ur 
analysis of the market problem has indicated that … the market question is not usually an 
independent problem to be tackled by methods which operate only on the demand side” 
(p1235). Therefore, as he argued elsewhere (1984), “It may be more appropriate to stress 
the reverse causal link running from investment to saving, in which case the problem of 
demand appears, although not in the form of a simple tale of underconsumption.” (p846). 
 
As Bhaduri and Marglin (1990) demonstrate, if the world is ‘stagnationist’, raising 
consumption levels by changing income distribution in favour of workers may lead to an 
investment response. But as they also argue, the stagnationist response however does 
assume a very particular investment function. Where Chakravarty was correct however, 
as we will see below, simply raising the level of demand without an investment response 
does not work. Therefore, in our understanding, it is much better to pose the problem as 
one of an inducement to invest. 
 
Once we drop the assumptions that there is no distinction between savers and investors 
and that Say’s law holds (in this instance that all savings are automatically invested)4, as 
Chakravarty (1979) says, the market problem manifests itself as an ‘inducement to 
invest’ problem or in modern jargon, the stimulus to growth problem. Rosa Luxemburg 
(1963) had pointed out long ago that the inducement to invest is difficult to sustain in 
capitalism and therefore capitalist growth has always necessitated access to external 
markets. As Patnaik (1984) explains, investment is the result of both endogenous and 
exogenous stimuli and the former on their own, for example, the multiplier-accelerator, 
are insufficient to sustain the inducement to invest and therefore capitalist growth. 
 

                                                 
3 Full employment may be defined after incorporating either some notion of an acceptable size of reserve 
army of labour due largely to frictional unemployment or even that of NAIRU. 
4 Growth models that use these assumptions have very different outcomes depending on how wages are 



The inherent cyclicality5 of capitalist growth is well recognised. But it is normally 
assumed that relative prices adjust not only to choke off booms but also to grow out of 
slumps. But once we make a distinction between savers and investors, there is very little 
to tether the inducement to invest (which essentially is expected profitability) at the 
bottom of a slump because the process of correction itself reduces effective demand. And 
if individual investors adopt a ‘wait-and-see’ attitude (i.e., there is some degree of 
complementarity in their expectation functions), then the issue becomes even more 
complicated because of a lack of a coordinating mechanism for individual investment 
decisions even after relative prices have adjusted (Chamley and Gale (1994)). 
Undoubtedly once relative prices have adjusted, in time somebody will be the first one to 
take the plunge and if it is profitable, it will lead to a revival of investment. But in the real 
world, where time is not simply a variable on the X-axis, the process may simply take too 
long or the associated quantity adjustment may be too sharp (as for example during the 
Great Depression) to be politically and socially sustainable. 
 
Hence the need for exogenous stimuli such as government expenditure, exports and 
demand arising because of innovations or what in Keynesian language would be called 
elements of autonomous demand. Needless to say, the manner in which elements of 
autonomous demand are used to sustain investment demand will play a crucial role in 
determining both growth strategies and trajectories. It is worth noting that in globalised 
economies the inducement to invest is supposed to be underpinned by access to export 
markets and the use of the small country assumption. 
 
Patnaik (1984) observes that the lack of an inducement to invest is not a function of 
assuming that economies are necessarily demand constrained in every period. Indeed in 
Goodwin (1951), insufficient investment in equipment in earlier periods means that 
booms get choked off because of a supply constraint – the lack of capital goods. Or as 
Chakravarty has noted earlier, the causality for a savings constraint may run from 
investment to savings. Notice that globalised economies are supposed to have sorted out 
this problem too – the demand constraint is sorted out by access to exports markets and 
the supply constraint is alleviated by importing capital goods. 
 
In Patnaik (1984) workers earn wages, capitalists earn profits, government investment 
expenditure is the main source of autonomous demand. Private sector investment is a 
function of the strength of aggregate demand (measured by capacity utilisation) and 
government investment expenditure. The government partially finances its expenditures 
by taxing profits and partially by running a deficit and the level of the deficit is 
constrained by an inflation barrier. In a situation such as this if the government shifts 
income distribution in favour of capitalists by reducing the tax on profits and finances 
this by a cut in government investment expenditure (because it is already at the upper 
bound of deficit expenditure), then notice that the increase in capitalist consumption 
would offset the decline in government investment and therefore aggregate demand is left 
unchanged. Private investment expenditure however, which in the model has a 
complementary relationship with government investment expenditure, is adversely 
                                                 
5 See for example Goodwin (1951) on how the interaction of the multiplier and accelerator would result in 
business cycles. 





component then it is feasible that both the autonomous demand injection to GDP ratio 
and the investment ratio (including both public and private) will rise, allowing for an 
increase in both the level and rate of growth of GDP. Unless one assumes a complete lack 
of complementarity between public and private investment, which we feel, particularly in 
the Indian case, is an unreasonable assumption, this would happen because public 
investment will raise the profitability profile of private investment, inducing the private 
sector to invest even if the government finances some part of its expenditure through a 
tax on profits. 
 
Of course autonomous demand is comprised not just of government expenditure - there is 
demand arising from export growth and innovations as well. Whereas the inducement to 
invest may be underpinned by export growth, what matters for economic growth is 
growth in net exports. There is evidence from comparative growth experience that in 
some instances net exports have been a significant component of autonomous demand 
growth and perhaps equally importantly, export growth has underpinned the inducement 
to invest7. It should be underlined that in these instances what was critical was the 
mutually reinforcing rise in export and investment ratios (to GDP).  
 
Therefore, without accompanying investment growth, export growth on its own would 
not have solved the market question and as a result, output levels would have increased 
without an increase in the rate



the model that solved the issue of profitability and therefore the inducement to invest. 
And as the literature on technical change recognizes, the state plays an important role in 
underwriting, either directly or indirectly, the cost of R&D that has to underpin any 
stream of innovations. 
 
Patnaik (1995) revisits the issue of composition of aggregate demand but does not pose it 
as an inducement to invest issue and concludes that “[A]ny tendency of the composition 
of aggregate demand to shift in favour of consumption would have a growth reducing 
effect;” (p8). There are a couple of points worth noting as far as the 1995 position is 
concerned. First, as we have noted earlier if the world is ‘stagnationist’, then a shift in 
favour of consumption will yield an investment response and hence will not have adverse 
effect on the growth rate. However as we have also seen, if the world is not 
‘stagnationist’, then the Patnaik (1995) conclusion goes through. Therefore in our view it 
is best to pose the issue of composition of aggregate demand as one of an inducement to 
invest. 
 
Second, in the 1995 position quoted above, we interpret “shift in favour” to mean an 
increase in C/Y and a decline in I/Y. We however would like to make a somewhat 
stronger claim. Even if C/Y is declining and both I/Y and I/C are increasing (i.e., rate of 
growth of investment is greater than the rate of growth of consumption), given certain 
parameters, it is still possible that demand growth is consumption-led (we will define 
consumption-led more clearly and rigourously below). And if, so defined, a growth 
process is consumption-led then the over-consumption hypothesis goes through even 
though I/Y and I/C are rising. 
 
In sum then, as Kalecki has said, investment is the key to accumulation and growth, and 
the nub of the issue is that in a capitalist economy the inducement to invest is an 
important variable explaining rates of growth of investment. And in turn the inducement 
to invest is strongly influenced by the evolution of autonomous demand and its impact on 
private profitability, i.e., on how the market question is solved, the nature of the 
investment function and the role of the state (either directly or indirectly) in underpinning 
expectations of private profitability. Therefore there can be no presumption that an 
increase in autonomous demand will necessarily improve expectations of private 
profitability and if it does not then the market question has not been solved.  
 
To the extent that consumption and investment demand have important autonomous 
components (as in the Indian case), the solu



is still unable to raise investment levels to grow fast enough to absorb available labour 
supply, i.e., the market question remains alive and well. 
 
As Chakravarty (1979) so presciently noted “Besides viewed in the long run sense such a 
system cannot possess the dynamism that marks processes of capital accumulation which 
are based on the rapid absorption of labour into relatively more productive work and/or 
permit real wages to increase in terms of those goods whose costs decline as a result of 
capital accumulation. In the absence of these trends, the process of growth is not only 
likely to be inequitable but also a slow one as well. It is the combination of these two 
features that the main departures of the classical model lie, and the source of the market 
problem has to be located.” (p1241). 
 
But what if demand growth has no autonomous demand element in it? That is, it is 
entirely endogenous. Bhaduri (2006) has a very elegant model of endogenous growth 
where savers and investors are distinct, the profit share is an important determinant of the 
investment function and the model yields steady state equilibrium at less than full 
employment. In the Bhaduri world inter-class competition (conflict?) drives labour 
saving technological change and drives down the real wage; intra-capitalist competition 
for market share diffuses technical change leading to decline in prices which in turn 
pushes up the real wage (and allows for a variable mark-up). As a result of both of these, 
whereas the real wage adjusts to the size of the reserve army of labour, the wage share 
itself remains constant.  
 
This is not the appropriate place to critique Bhaduri’s model, but from our standpoint, 
which is the importance of the state in shaping trajectories of capital accumulation, what 
is missing is a discussion of the role of the state. Keeping with the spirit of Bhaduri’s 
model and retaining the endogeniety of growth, it might be worth exploring how to 
extend the model by incorporating the role of the state from the standpoint of assuring 
expected private profitability. One straightforward way is to partially underwrite the cost 
of R&D. The other is through managing exit. Given that intra-capitalist competition is an 
important underpinning of the model, obviously entry has to be free. But the state could 
manage exit as in Japanese state during its catch-up phase (Dore (1986)). In coordinating 
exit decisions, not only does it make it less wasteful but by ensuring that the capacity 
shake-out is equitably borne across size classes, it also ensures that the competitive space 
is kept intact. This, i.e., managing exit, then in later rounds encourages entry. All that to 
say that whether growth is endogenously or 



preceding it since independence10. Perhaps equally significantly, contrary to those, 
among others, expressed by Srinivasan and Tendulkar (2003), there is also reasonable 
evidence to suggest that the reforms introduced in the early 1990s did not lead to a 
statistically significant break in the trend rate of growth, i.e., the growth performance of 
the 1990s was largely a continuation of the trend of the 1980s  [see e.g., Williamson and 
Zagha (2002); Delong (2003); Wallack (2003); Rodrik and Subramaniam (2004), 
Virmani (2004)]. Econometric exercises including some of the ones quoted above would 
also suggest that the break in the trend rate of growth takes place around the early 1980s 
[see for example Wallack (2003); Hausman, Pritchett and Rodrik (2004); Rodrik and 
Subramaniam (2004); Virmani (2004)]. In addition, Wallack (2003) finds that the highest 
value of the F-statistic associated with a break occurs in1980. Our own analysis of 
structural breaks also corroborates Wallack’s findings that, statistically speaking, the 
most significant break took place in 1980.  
 
It is worth noting that the structural break is also confirmed by cross-country 
comparisons. Therefore India moves from being an average performer in the period 
1960-80 to top of the class in 1980-99 period, being outperformed only by East Asia. 
Perhaps equally worthy of note is that India outperformed all developing country regions 
including East Asia in terms of stability of its growth performance. Even here however, 
unlike what has been argued by Panagariya (2004), the 1980s performance was better 
than that of the 1990s in terms of stability [see Rodrik and Subramaniam (2004)].  
 
As we have noted in Section I, analysis of aggregate demand helps focus attention on the 
behaviour of investment. An implication of the Rodrik and Subramaniam (2004) is that 
sustained growth can be productivity-led rather than dependent on factor accumulation. If 
that is indeed the case, then rapid increases in growth can happen and be sustained at 
relatively low levels of investment. For countries facing a resource mobilisation 
constraint that is very good news indeed. Whereas both theory and development 
experience tells us that productivity-led growth surges cannot be ruled out, it is also 
worth noting that in the latter half of the 20th century whenever catch-up has occurred, it 
has been accompanied by historically unprecedented levels of investment and domestic 
savings. 
 
As Rodrik (2003) points out, per capita income in developing countries grew at a 
historically unprecedented rate of 2.3% over the period 1960-2000. Despite this 
unprecedented growth performance, developing countries as a whole were not able to 
narrow the gap between their income levels and those of developed countries because, 

                                                 
10 However, characterising the entire period prior to the early 1980s as being ‘low growth’ clearly mis-
specifies the Indian growth experience. As Bagchi (1970) notes (p.145), the period 1954-64 saw significant 
acceleration in industrial growth. Indeed one of the most important debates on the Indian economy, called 
‘the industrial stagnation debate’ tries to explain the inability to sustain these high rates of growth and the 
subsequent slowdown in industrial growth. Indeed the market question referred to in Section I was first 
addressed as a part of that debate. There is a vast literature on this subject which made important 
contributions to both development theory and policy. This is not the place to review that literature, but not 
to recognise that decade long period of robust industrial growth is to miss one of the salient features of 
India’s economic growth. For a retrospective look at this debate see the ‘Introduction’ to Nayyar (1994) 
and Chaudhuri (1998). 



because the latter grew at an average of 2.7%. [the ratio] The only regions that were able 
to play catch-up were those of East Asia and South East Asia. For other regions there 
have been periods of higher than average growth which unfortunately has not been 
sustained and hence they have fallen back in the catch-up race [see Pritchett (2000)]. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As the graphs 1 and 2 above attest, East and South East Asia’s investment and saving 
effort has been of a different order as compared with that of India.  
 
In 1975, China’s investment and saving ratio stood at 30% and her per capita income at 
2000 Constant PPP was $595. In 1997, her investment ratio stood at 38%, savings ratio at 
43%, with per capita income at $3141. In 2003, her investment ratio stood at 44%, 
savings at 47% and a per capita income of $4726. 
 



For South Korea, in 1975 these ratios were 28%, 20% with a per capita income of $3498. 
In 1997 they were at 36%, 35% respectively with a per capita income of $14071. And in 
2003, these ratios were 44%, 47% respectively and a per capita income of $16977. 
 
For Malaysia, in 1975 the same ratios were 23%, 23% respectively with a per capita 
income of $1377. In 1997, the ratios stood at 43%, 44% respectively with a per capita 
income of $3894. In 2003, the same ratios were 21% and 42% respectively with a per 
capita income of $4011. 
 
For India, in 1975 these ratios stood at 19%, 18% with a per capita income of $1139. In 
1997 these were 23%, 21% respectively with a per capita income of $2154. In 2003 the 
same ratios stood at 24% and 22% respectively with a per capita income of $2731. 
 
Clearly then catch-up for economies of East and South East Asia has happened with 
investment and savings ratios in the mid- to high 30s11. For India things have been rather 
different as have her per capita income levels. We are not necessarily suggesting 
causality but the correlation between catch-up and high rates of investment and savings 
cannot be dismissed either. 
 
Finally to give a sense of the speed of catch-up, starting from 1975 when China’s per 
capita income stood at $595, she more than dou







elements of aggregate demand or as being weakly investment driven if at least (∆I–∆C) is 
narrowing and [∆I–∆(X-M)] is growing. 
 
Analogously, it is possible to characterize demand growth as being consumption driven if 
(∆C/∆Y) dominates other elements of aggregate demand or as being weakly consumption 
driven if (∆C–∆I) and [∆C–∆(X-M)] are both growing. 
 
Similarly, we can characterise demand growth as being net exports driven if [∆(X-
M)/∆Y] dominates other elements of aggregate demand or as being weakly net exports 
driven if [∆(X-M)-∆C] and [∆(X-M)-∆I] to be growing (or narrowing). 
 
Given that we are looking at the composition of the increment in aggregate demand we 
take into account rates of growth as well as the base on which the rates are being 
calculated. We have also defined accelerations and decelerations in component growth 
depending upon movements in these second order ratios. Typically when analysing 
growth experiences, the standard assumption is of linear relationships with respect to 
time, i.e., while dx/dt is non-zero, d2x/dt2 is equal to zero. For example Hausman et al in 
their 2004 paper on growth accelerations are essentially looking to explain points at 
which there has been a break in the trend rate, i.e., a change in dx/dt. We on the other 
hand are exploring if there are phases during which both dx/dt and d2x/dt2 are non-zero. 
To the extent that aggregate demand growth can be characterized as being dominated by 
a component, say consumption, we then explore whether there has been acceleration 
(change in second-order) or deceleration in consumption growth. 
 
For our purposes therefore we need to explore whether growth rates are accelerating or 
decelerating over time. To understand the nature of this demand growth or supply sector 
response we have explored the behaviour of the ratios over time. We have defined 
acceleration in ratios as happening when a ratio is positive and increasing with respect to 
time. Similarly deceleration has been defined as when a ratio is positive but decreasing 
with respect to time. 
 



phase into two periods – Period I going from 1950/51-1966/67 and Period II from 
1967/68-1979/8013.   
 
Our three periods therefore are as follows: Period I: 1950/51-1966/67; Period II: 1967/68-
1979/80; Period III: 1980/81-2002/3 
 
To explore the behaviour of a growth rate or a ratio we can either estimate separate 
equations for each period or estimate a single equation for all three periods. We begin by 
estimating the following equations for each period: 
 
Ln Yt = a1 + b1(t- t¯) + c1(t- t¯)2 + Ut where t belongs to time period I 
Ln Yt = a2 + b2(t- t¯) + c2(t- t¯)2 + Ut where t belongs to time period II 
Ln Yt = a3 + b3(t- t¯) + c3(t- t¯)2 + Ut where t belongs to time period III 
 
Noting that the error terms (Ut) have constant variance across time periods, the above 
equations have been combined using suitable dummy variables and the model below has 
been estimated to capture the differences, if any, in growth rates or movements in ratios 
across the time periods I, II and III. 
 
The Growth model 
 
Ln yt = a3 + (a1-a3) D1 + (a2 – a3) D2 + [b3 + (b1-b3) D1 + (b2 – b3) D2] (t – t ¯) + [c3 + (c1– 
c3) D1 + (c2 – c3) D2] (t- t¯) 2 + Ut 
 
Where D1 = 1 when t belongs to period I (1950/51 to 1966/67) and = 0 otherwise 
Where D2 = 1 when t belongs to period II (1967/68 to 1979/80) and = 0 otherwise 
 
Model results have been reported separately in Appendix II. All estimations results that 
have been reported, unless otherwise specified, are significant at the 5% level. It should 
also be noted that from hereon K denotes constant growth of the variable in 
question, A an acceleration in growth and B a deceleration. 
 
 

Section IV: Aggregate Demand Decomposition 
 

The results for our estimated GDP growth equations for the three periods are summarised 
in Table 1 (see Appendix II for estimated equations): 
 

Table1: Estimated Growth Rates of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
 Period I Period II Period III 

GDP at market prices 
Nature 

of 
Growth 

rate 
Nature 

of 
Growth 

rate 
Nature of 
Growth 

Growth rate                                                  
13 Nayyar (2006) points out that if one incorporates the colonial period into the analysis, there are two 
statistically significant breaks in the trend rate of growth of the Indian economy – one around 1950 and the 
other around 1980 with the post-independence rates of growth being significantly faster than in the colonial 
period. Our analysis is of course confined to the period starting from 1950/51. 



Growth Growth
K 3.90% K 3.41% K 5.51% 

GDP at factor cost K 3.60% K 3.32% K 5.54% 
 
Our estimated growth rates clearly bring out the break that occurs in the trend rate of 
growth in Period III as compared to the earlier two periods. Growth in Period II was 
marginally lower than in Period I. It is worth noting that there is no acceleration in 
growth rates in any of our three periods. 
 
Before turning to analyse aggregate demand in a more detailed fashion, we would like to 
point out that we have chosen to focus on consumption and investment because net 
exports have not been a source of demand for the economy over any of our three periods, 
given that, barring a couple of years at towards the very end, the economy has run a trade 
and current account deficit for most of the period. 
 
It however needs pointing out that (M-X)/Y has declined right through the three periods, 
with the rate of decline increasing sharply in Period III (see Graph 4 below). Whether or 
not this will be sustained and will lead to a situation where (X-M) turns positive and (X-
M)/Y begins to rise is another matter. If recent behaviour of the current account is any 
indicator, the economy is back to running a small deficit (as the trend line of the four year 
moving average would suggest in the graph below). 
 
But what the decline in (M-X)/Y does suggest is two things: first the leakage of demand 
in Period III is much lower than in Periods I and II when the leakage was quite 
substantial. That is to say that growth in domestic absorption has fuelled aggregate 
demand growth much more in Period III than in Periods I and II; second, the declining 
current account deficit would suggest that in Period III, particularly in the 1990s growth 
has been financed much more through domestic resource mobilisation than by foreign 
savings despite the economies increasing integration into the global economy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Graph 4: (M-X)/GDP
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We can now turn our attention to the behaviour of consumption and investment over our 
three periods. 
 
 
 

Table 2: Estimated Growth Rates of Consumption and Investment 
 Period I Period II Period III 

Nature of Growth 
Growth 

rate Nature of Growth
Growth 

rate Nature of Growth 
Growth 

rate 

C K 3.46% K 3.06% A 
3.89 -
5.23% 

I K 6.69% K 4.69% K 6.69% 
Note: C refers to Consumption and I to Gross Domestic Capital Formation (GDCF).  
Consumption refers to [Private Final Consumer Expenditure (PFCE) + Government Final  
Consumer Expenditure (GFCE)]. 

 
 
Table 2 suggests that there have been two periods of relatively high investment growth, 
Periods I and III.  We did not find significant difference in the rate of growth of 
investment between these two periods. Table 2 also brings out that there is a clear decline 
in investment growth in Period II. It is worth noting that there is no underlying 
acceleration or deceleration in investment growth in any of our three periods, i.e. growth 
has taken place at a constant level (see Table 1) 
 
Consumption however is quite another story. First, the estimated rate of growth of 
consumption in Period III is higher than in Periods I and II. Second, and equally 
importantly, consumption growth accelerates in Period III from a low of 3.89% to a high 
of 5.23%. It is noteworthy that the lowest rate of growth of consumption in Period III is 
higher than the average rate of growth of consumption in Periods I and II. Consumption 
grew at a constant level in Periods I and II, with Period I growth being higher than Period 
II growth. 
 
To sum up then, Periods I and III are phases of relatively high investment growth. 
However in both these periods, even though investment grew somewhat faster than 
consumption, investment growth was at a constant level. Consumption growth on the 
other hand, was highest in Period III and even though somewhat lower than investment, 
grew with a marked acceleration during that period. 
 

Table 3: Period Averages of Actual Aggregate Demand Ratios 
 C/Y I/Y I/C (M-X)/Y 

Period1 91.8 17.4 0.19 9.2 
Maximum 96.5 23.0 0.25  
Minimum 87.2 12.5 0.15  

     







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What both these graphs suggest is that even though aggregate demand growth has been 
consumption driven at the margin right through all three periods, in Period I, the first 
relatively high investment phase, (∆C-∆I) tended to narrow. In Period III, the second 
relatively high investment phase, the behaviour of (∆C-∆I) differs as between the 1980s 
and the 1990s. In the 1980s (∆C-∆I) narrows whereas in the post reform period it tends to 
widen14.  
 
Therefore whereas we can characterise Period I and the pre-reform growth in Period III 
as being weakly investment driven where, i.e., even though ∆C>∆I, (∆C-∆I) is 
narrowing, the post-reform Period III growth is not even weakly investment driven, in 
that ∆C>∆I and (∆C-∆I) is growing. 
 
As far as Period III is concerned, the devil really is in the acceleration in consumption 
growth in that period. If consumption growth had continued to grow at a constant level as 
it did in the low growth phase and aggregate demand at the margin was consumption 
driven (i.e., ∆C>∆I), the process would also have been weakly investment driven at the 
margin, in that (∆C-∆I) would continue to narrow through the process, as it was in the 
early part of Period III. If the current account is in balance or the current account balance 
is sustainable then this process is in the macroeconomic sense sustainable. Of course this 
says nothing about saving levels, but presumably increasing I/Y ratios would lead to an 
increase in saving ratios over time, otherwise without access to foreign savings the 
process would not be macro-economically sustainable. 
 

                                                 
14 It is possible to mathematically establish the behaviour of (∆C-∆I) over our three periods. Only, given the 
acceleration in consumption growth in Period III, the calculations get somewhat a messy and long, adding 
the length of an already long paper. We therefore decided to adopt the visual route. We thank Ashok 
Dhareshwar for helping mathematically establish the behaviour of (∆C-∆



However, acceleration in consumption growth in Period III queers the pitch. As a result, 
in the latter part of period III, consumption and investment growth rates are much closer 
to each other and (∆C-∆I) is no longer narrowing and aggregate demand growth is not 
even weakly investment driven! This slows down the rise in I/Y ratios and constrains 
output rates of growth. 
 
It is worth dwelling a little on the composition of consumption expenditure and the 
behaviour of its component parts. Underpinning the decline in (C/Y) is the decline in the 
(PFCE/Y) which has secularly declined right through all the three periods. As Table 5 
below makes clear, (PFCE/Y) declines from an average of 85.3 in Period I to 76.9 in 
Period II and to 69 in Period III. Exhibiting the exact opposite trend is (GFCE/Y). It has 
grown secularly across all the three periods. It has increased from 6.5 in Period I to 9.6 in 
Period II and further to 11.4 in Period III. Government consumption expenditure has 
therefore played an important role in underpinning consumption demand growth in India 
and therefore slowing down in the decline in (C/Y). 

Table 5: Private and Government Consumption Expenditure 
 PFCE/Y GFCE/Y C/Y 

Period I average 85.27 6.51 91.77 
Maximum 90.54 9.07 96.51 
Minimum 79.16 5.32 87.15 

    
Period II average 76.90 9.55 88.24 

Maximum 80.85 10.81 89.42 
Minimum 73.94 8.58 83.28 

    
Period III average 68.95 11.43 80.38 

Maximum 79.11 12.62 89.71 
Minimum 61.98 10.42 73.66 

  
Unfortunately, our growth equations for PFCE and GFCE did not yield results that were 
statistically interpretable. Even in terms of the behaviour of the ratios (GFCE/Y) are not 
useful because the relevant growth equation has exhibited very low values of DW 
statistics. Thankfully the growth equation for the ratio (PFCE/Y) was robust enough to be 
interpreted and it substantiates our observation about the behaviour of PFCE. As Table 6 
below reports, what is noteworthy is that in both Periods II and III, there is an 
acceleration in the decline of the ratio (PFCE/Y), which probably explains why there is 
an acceleration in the decline of the (C/Y) ratio (see Table 4) even though the decline in 
the latter ratio (~ 11%) is much less than in the former (~ 16%).  
 
All this to say that the PFCE ratio has beha



 
Table 6: Growth Pattern of the ratio (PFCE/Y) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As graphs 9 and 10 above make clear, the drivers of investment in Period I and Period III, 
our two high investment phases, are very different. In Period I (see graph 9), investment 
is driven by Public investment, which increases its share from approximately 30% to 
more than 50% of total investment. Private Corporate investment which begins the period 
with a share of less than 10% of total investment sees almost a doubling in its share and is 
particularly robust between and is particularly robust between 1954/55-63/64. The share 
of Household investment declines by more than half, from more than 60% at the 
beginning of the period to less than 30% in 1963/64. It recovers (at the expense of Private 
Corporate investment) to end period with a share of more than 40%.  
 
As graph 10 makes clear, at the beginning of Period III, both Public and Household 
investment have shares of greater than 40%. That of the former however is somewhat 
greater than that of latter. The share of Private Corporate investment is a little over 10%. 
Up to 1986/87, Public investment is relatively robust and sees some increase in its share 
of total investment. Alongside again is an increase in the share of Private Corporate 
investment, with its share increasing from 11 to 18% over that same period. Household 
investment obviously sees a decline in its share. From 1986/87 onwards however there is 
an almost secular decline in the share of Public investment, from more than 50% to less 
than 30% of total investment towards the end of Period III. During this period (i.e., from 
1986/87 onwards), investment is driven by Private Corporate and Household investment, 

Graph 10: Composition of Investment, 1980/81-2001/2
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though with somewhat different trend behaviour. The share of Household investment sees 
a secular increase going from 30 to more than 50%. That of Private Corporate investment 
declines until 1988/89 and then begins rising again to reach a peak of almost 40% in 
1996/97, after which it declines to 23% by the end of 2001/2. By 2001/2 therefore 
Household investment is the dominant component of investment with a share of 50%, 
with Public and Private Corporate investment with roughly equal shares, 26 and 23% 
respectively. 
 
It is worth noting that in both our periods where aggregate demand growth has been 
weakly investment driven, i.e., in Period I and the early part of Period III, Public 
investment has been the dominant driver of investment growth. The importance of Public 
investment in Period I and its declining importance in Period III is corroborated when we 
look at its share as a percentage of GDP, as depicted in graph 11 below. The Public 
investment ratio declines from around 11% in 1987/88 to 7% in 2001/2 whereas it rises 
from 5 to 11% in Period I. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What can be said about government expenditure as a driver of autonomous demand? First 
that government expenditure has been an important component of aggregate demand 
right through all our three periods, indeed if anything its importance has risen in periods 
II and III. Second, Period I begins with Government consumption expenditure accounting 
for about 6% of GDP and Public investment around 5%. With accelerated growth in 
Public investment, Period I closes with Government consumption at 9% of GDP and 
Public investment at 11%. Period averages are 7 and 8% respectively. Therefore, the 
composition of government expenditure decisively moves in favour of investment in 
Period I.  
 



Even as growth slows down in Period II, the weight of government expenditure in 
aggregate demand increases and cutbacks in Public investment (particularly in the early 
part of the period) mean that the share of Government consumption expenditure as a 
proportion of total government expenditure rises. Averages for Period II for Government 
consumption expenditure and Public investment are 10 and 9% respectively. 
 
Period III opens (1980/81) with Government consumption expenditure and Public 
investment balanced at approximately 11% of GDP each. However by the end of the 
period (2001/2), Government consumption expenditure had risen to 12% and Public 
investment had declined to 7%.  Period averages stood at 11 and 9% respectively. 
Therefore, in Period III again government expenditure is dominated by consumption 
expenditure.  
 
But as we know Period III can be divided into two parts – an early part where aggregate 
demand growth is weakly investment driven and a later part where it is strongly 
consumption driven. Averages of Government consumption expenditure and Public 
investment during the phase when aggregate demand was weakly investment driven are 
approximately 11% each. In the latter part of the period (which for the most part is the 
post-reform period), when aggregate demand growth was not even weakly investment 
driven, averages are 12 and 9% respectively for Government consumption expenditure 
and Public investment. Or in other words, in the post-reform period Government 
expenditure is dominated by consumption expenditure.



in Public investment to GDP ratios, even as Government expenditure to GDP ratio 
secularly increases. 
 
Of course as we know, despite similarities between Period I and early Period III we have 
noted above, what distinguishes the latter from the earlier two periods is the trend break 
in growth that takes place around 1980. Growth in Period III is significantly (both 
statistically and in an absolute sense) higher as compared with the earlier two periods (see 
Table 1). However alongside this increase in the trend rate of growth is a trend decline in 
the employment elasticity of output. Not only is the employment elasticity lower in 
Period III as compared with Periods I and II but even within the former there is a sharp 
decline in the 1990s as compared with the 1980s – from 0.5 to 0.215. In other words 
despite the fact that in Period III the economy is on a higher growth trajectory, that 
growth has happened, particularly in the 1990s, with an increase in both open 
unemployment and underemployment of labour resources. Put differently, the required 
rate of growth for full employment of all available resources has increased16. 
 
What then is the upshot of the above? Put simply, aggregate demand growth in India has 
been consumption driven at the margin, with the relative contribution of consumption 
having risen in the high growth phase that begins in the early 1980s. This of course does 
not imply that there has been no investment growth. Indeed right through the 52 year 
period, rate of growth of investment has been higher than that of consumption (see table 
2). But aggregate demand being consumption driven at the margin means that, relative to 
investment growth, rates of growth of consumption have been high. And equally 
importantly, in the high growth phase, relative to investment, consumption growth has 
risen quite sharply, that is to say, accelerated. As a result, in the latter half of the high 
growth phase aggregate demand growth is not even weakly investment driven, which it 
was in the early part of the high growth phase.  
 
To put it differently, at these rates of growth of consumption one would require much 
higher rates of growth of investment growth if aggregate demand at the margin is going 
to be even weakly investment driven. The narrowing of the gap between investment and 
consumption growth as a result of the acceleration in consumption growth, by lowering 
the (∆I/∆Y) ratio constrains growth of the I/Y ratio which in turn constrains output 
growth in the latter half of Period III. 
 
Aggregate demand growth in India is consumption driven not because of increases in the 
private final consumption (PFCE)17 ratio but because of increases in the government final 
consumption expenditure (GFCE) ratio. GFCE ratios have risen rapidly because 

                                                 
15 See for example section V in Mohanty (2006) for a discussion on employment trends in the 1980s and 
1990s and in particular a slowing down in the ability of the Indian economy to generate jobs. 
16 It is worth noting however that the last NSSO large sample survey (61st round) suggests both an 
improvement in employment elasticities and some revival of employment growth (see Rangarajan et al 
(2007). However see Kannan and Raveendran (2009) on how organised manufacturing has seen capital 
intensification as the expense of employment growth. 
17 The distribution of PFCE across income classes might in itself be problem at least to the extent that it 
determines the output profile which in turn might impact upon employment elasticity of output. For the 
moment however we have left out of the ambit issues related to the distribution of PFCE. 



Government expenditure has shifted towards consumption at the expense of investment 
except in Period I and for a brief while in the early part of Period III. 
 
The increasing share of government expenditure in GDP has been an important part of 
the solution of the market problem that has perennially faced the Indian economy. The 
market question however is at least in part an issue of the inducement to invest. It would 
appear that the complementarity between Public investment and Private investment 
pointed out by Srinivasan and Narayana (1977) and Shetty (1978) would still characterise 
the Indian economy, at least as far as Private Corporate investment is concerned (and not 
for Household investment). Given that complementarity, the shift in composition of 
Government expenditure away from Public investment adversely affects the inducement 
to invest of the Private Corporate sector which leads to a slowdown of investment in the 
economy. In addition, as a result of this complementarity, in face of declining Public 
investment ratios, Private investment (both Private corporate and Household taken 
together) on its own is unable to sustain investment and output growth. In other words, 
GFCE dominated government expenditure is unable to underpin the inducement to invest, 
thereby constraining the growth of the economy. And even though the economy itself is 
on a higher trend rate of growth, given declining employment elasticities with respect to 
output, this growth is inadequate to meaningfully absorb the labour force – the market 
question is back staring at India. 
 
How does this square with explanations for the break in the trend rate in the early 1980s? 
There is very little consensus on the reasons for the break. Rodrik and Subramaniam 
(2004) look at various hypotheses and cast reasonable doubt on the tenability of any of 
these. For example there is little agreement on increases in TFP explaining the break, 
with Ahluwalia’s (1995) claim that there was a productivity surge in the 1980s being 
contested by Balakrishnan and Pushpangadan (1994) and Hulten and Srinivasan (1999). 
Moreover, RBI (2004) reports that there was a clear deceleration in TFP growth in the 
1990s as compared with the earlier decade of the 1980s. They also consider other 
possible candidates that might explain the improved growth performance that begins in 
the 1980s such as a benign external environment, the nature of aggregate demand growth, 
public investment and external liberalisation and find that either these are insufficient as 
explanations or do not fit the facts as we know them.  
 
They suggest that that perhaps a much better explanation for the growth surge may be the 
pro-business (as opposed to a pro-market) attitudinal shift of the Congress government 
when it returned to power in 1980. This attitudinal shift combined with strong economic 
and political institutions had a large imp



the trend rate of growth is a result of what they call “vertical growth”, i.e. increases in 
labour productivity, rather than “horizontal growth”, i.e. capital accumulation. 
 
This is not the place to critique Rodrik and Subramaniam (2004) but we would like to 
make a couple of observations about their conclusions: First, they dismiss Public 
investment as a possible candidate for explaining the break in the trend rate of growth 
because it cannot explain productivity growth in the economy. However when we pose 
the issue as that of an inducement to invest, then Public investment by inducing Private 
Corporate investment (as we have seen there is a sharp increase in the 1980s), still 
remains a prime candidate to explain the break in the trend rate. Second, an important 
part of their explanation is the unleashing of keynesian ‘animal spirits’ in the 1980s18. We 
would agree with that, but are able to ground that unleashing far more concretely in the 
ability of Public investment to induce Private Corporate investment rather than references 
to ‘pro-business’ attitudes of the government, which beyond a point are neither here nor 
there. 
 
Therefore the fact that composition of aggregate demand might constrain investment or 
that, in the context of increasing inequality of the growth of per capita incomes, rapid 
consumption growth might constrain growth is of course is not a new idea. Their analysis 
as ours leads us to old fashioned questions 



 
 
 
 
 
As graph 12 above and Table 7 below suggest change in output shares has been along 
expected lines. The share of the agricultural sector (including forestry and fishing as well 
as on a stand alone basis) has declined across all three periods. The decline in 
agriculture’s share has benefited both industry and service sectors. It is worth noting that 
at the beginning of the period, 1950/51, Agriculture and allied sectors are the dominant 
sectors accounting for more than half the output. The share of Industry in output is 
relatively small and the share of Services relatively large, being nearly thrice the size of 
the relatively small industrial sector. By 2002/3, even though the share of Industry has 
grown, it is Services which is the dominant sector of the economy, accounting for well 
over half of output. 

Table 7: Period Averages of Actual Sectoral Output Ratios 
 Ag/Y Iy/Y S/Y 

Period I 52.8 13.0 34.2 
Minimum 44.0 10.6 31.0 
Maximum 58.0 16.2 39.9 

    
Period II 43.5 16.6 39.9 
Minimum 37.9 15.1 38.2 
Maximum 46.6 18.6 43.5 

    
Period III 31.5 20.9 47.6 
Minimum 22.0 17.6 42.3 
Maximum 39.7 23.1 56.1 

Note: ‘Ag’ denotes Agriculture. Forestry and Fishing; ‘Iy’ denotes Industry and includes 
Manufacturing, Electricity and Mining and Quarrying; and ‘S’ denotes Services and includes 
Construction, Trade, Transport and Hotels, Real Estate and Finance, and Personal And 
Community Services. 
 
 

Table 8: Estimated Growth Rates of Sectoral Output 
 Period I Period II Period III 

Nature of 
Growth 

Growth 
rate 

Nature 
of 

Growth
Growth 

rate 

Nature 
of 

Growth
Growth 

rate GDP at factor 
cost K 3.60% K 3.32% K 5.54% 

Agriculture + 
Forestry D 

 3.62 to 
0.42% K 2.02 K 3.02 

Agriculture D 
 5.2 to 

0% K 2.17 K 3.07 
Industry K 6.49% K 3.7% K 6.49% 

Manufacturing A 
8.08 to 
13.74% A 



7.85% 3.17% 6.60% 

Services D 
6.62 to 
6.12% A* 

4.43 to 
5.11% D 

8.6 to 
4.27% 

Construction D 
3.37 to 
2.89% A 

3.51 to 
4.85% D 

10.98 
to 

6.58% 
Trade, Hotels and 

Transport A 
4.11 to 
5.81% A 

3.4 to 
4.7% A 

5.59 to 
7.93% 

Real Estate and 
Finance**       

Community and 
Personal 

Services**       
*6.8% significance level 
** Not reported due to low DW values 

 
The growth of the agricultural sector shows a sharp deceleration in Period I from 3.6 to 
0.4%19. In the other two periods, agriculture has grown at a constant level, with Period III 
growth being greater than that in Period II. 
 
Industry has grown at a constant level in all three periods, with Periods I and III growth 
rates being statistically similar and greater than Period II growth rates. 
 
Within Industry however, the Manufacturing sector exhibits interesting variations. Both 
Period I and II growth rates show significant acceleration even though growth rates in the 
former are greater than that in the latter period. In Period I growth accelerates from 8.1 to 
13.7% and Period II from 6.4 to 7.9%. In Period III however, there is a sharp deceleration 
in Manufacturing growth rates – from 9.7 to 5.1% 
 
Service sector growth decelerates in Periods I and III and accelerates in Period II. In 
Period I it decelerates from 6.6 to 6.1% and Period III from 8.6 to 4.3%. In Period II it 
accelerates from 4.4 to 5.1%.. Despite the deceleration in Periods I and III, it is important 
to note that it has grown faster than GDP in all three periods, except towards the very end 
of Period III. Within Services, it is noteworthy that the growth rate of ‘Trade, Transport 
and Hotels’ has accelerated in all three periods. However in Periods I and II, despite the 
acceleration, it has grown slower than GDP. In Period III however, it continues to 
accelerate but in this instance has grown faster than GDP right through the period. It is 
also worth keeping in mind, ‘Trade, Transport and Hotels’ growth continues to accelerate 
in Period III even as overall Service Sector growth decelerates. 
 
Unfortunately, ‘Real Estate and Finance’ and Community and Personal Services’ did not 
yield interpretable results because of low DW statistics. However, looking at the 
behaviour of sectoral ratios over time reported in Table 9 might allow us to infer a little 
more about the nature of Service sector growth. As we have already noted, the Service 
sector has increased its share in output right through all three periods. What Table 9 tells 
us is that the ratio has increased at an accelerating rate right the three periods. The same 
                                                 
19 For agriculture alone the deceleration is even sharper – from 5 to 0%. 



trend is true for all sub-sectors of service sector growth except ‘Real Estate and Finance’. 
Which is to say that ‘Real Estate and Finance’ increases its share in output  in all three 
periods but in Periods I and III, the ratio increases at a decelerating rate and In Period II 
at an accelerating rate. 
 
Clearly, both the behaviour of growth rates and ratios suggest that the ‘Trade, Transport 
and Hotels’ has an important bearing on the overall growth of Service sector, particularly 
in Period III. And very tentatively, the other sub-sector having an important bearing on 
Service sector growth may be Personal and Community Services. Obviously a lot more 
needs to be done before anything definitive can be said on the behaviour of sub-sectors 
within Services. 
 
Table 9: Growth Pattern of Sectoral Ratios over time 

 Period I Period II Period III 

 
Nature of 
Growth 

Nature of 
Growth 

Nature of 
Growth 





 
In conclusion we can safely argue that, that in periods I and II taken together, out of 30 
years the marginal contribution of Industry to output growth is greater than of Agriculture 
only in 6 years – 1963/64 to 1966/67, 1978/79 and 1979/80. In Period III however of 23 
years, the marginal contribution of Industry to output growth dominates that of 
Agriculture in all but 2 years – 1980/81 and 1981/82. 
 
Industry - Services 
If giy > gs (S/Iy), then ∆Iy > ∆S 
 
In period I, Industry grows a constant rate 6.49 and Services is on a decelerating trend 
falling from 6.62 to 6.12%. When Services grows its slowest (6.12%) the required (S/Iy) 
ratio for Services to dominate Industry is 1.06. The minimum (S/Iy) ratio for this period 
is 2.39. Therefore, ∆S > ∆Iy for all of Period I and hence the marginal contribution of 
Services sector growth to output growth is greater than that of Industry. 
 
In Period II, Industry’s growth is constant at 4.69% and Services accelerates from 4.43 to 
5.11%. At the minimum growth rate attained by the Services, the ratio (S/Iy) needs to be 
greater than 1.058 for ∆S > ∆A. The minimum value of the ratio (S/Iy) is 2.25 for this 
period and therefore the marginal contribution of Services to output growth dominates 
that of Industry over this period as well. 
 
In Period III, Industry’s growth is constant at 6.49% and Services decelerates from 8.67 
to 4.27%. At the minimum of the Services growth rate, the ratio (S/Iy) needs to be > 
1.519 for ∆S > ∆A. The minimum value of the ratio (S/Iy) is 2.106 for this period and 
therefore the marginal contribution of Services to output growth is greater than that of 
Industry over this Period III as well. 
 
Therefore over all three periods, the marginal 





margin is not even weakly investment driven. Fourth, this happens because, in the high 
growth phase, consumption exhibits significant acceleration in trend rate of growth. Fifth, 
demand growth is consumption driven because of the changing composition of 
government expenditure as a source of autonomous demand. But this very shift towards 
increased government consumption expenditure, as opposed to investment expenditure, 
also adversely affects the inducement to invest and therefore output growth. 
 
As far as the aggregate supply response is concerned, at the margin, across both low and 
higher growth phases of the Indian economy, except for a couple of years in the early 
1950s, it is dominated by the relative contribution of the Services sector. In the low 
growth phase, for the most part, the relative contribution of Industry lags behind that of 
the Services and Agriculture. In the higher growth phase the relative contribution of 
industry improves but still lags behind that of the Service sector. The relative contribution 
of the Agricultural sector lags behind that of Services and Industry in the higher growth 
phase. 
 
Associated with this supply response are a few noteworthy trends. First, manufacturing 
growth in the higher growth phase showed significant deceleration, and by the latter half 
of the period slows down to its lowest ever rates of growth. Second, growth in ‘Trade, 



 



Appendix I 
The equations below establish sufficient conditions to be satisfied if both ratios and the 
underlying rates of change have to be increasing with respect to time. 
 

t
t

t

yR
x

=         Eq.1 

 

2 2 ( ) ( ) 0t t y x
dR xy yx xy y xR R g g
dt x x y x

−
= = = − = − >

& & & && , if  yg  ≥�

y 0 8





 
De Long, B., 2003, “India Since Independence: An Analytic Growth Narrative,” in D. 
Rodrik (ed.) In Search of Prosperity: Analytic Narratives on Economic Growth, 
Princeton University Press, Princeton, New Jersey. 
 
Dore, R., (1986), Flexible Rigidities: Industrial Policy and Structural Adjustment in 
the Japanese Economy, 1970-80, Athlone Press, London 
 
Foley, D.K., and T.R. Michl (1999), Distribution and Growth, Harvard University 
Press, Cambridge, Mass., USA 
 
Goodwin (1951), ‘The Non-linear Accelerator and the Persistence of Business Cycles’, 
Econometrica 
 
Government of India (GOI), 2009, Economic Survey 2008-9, Ministry of Finance, 
Government of India, New Delhi 
 
Hausmann, R., L. Pritchett, and D. Rodrik, 2004, “Growth Accelerations,” NBER 
Working Paper No. 10566 
 
Kalecki, M., (1962), ‘Some Observations on the Theory of Economic Growth’, 
Economic Journal, March 
 
Kalecki, M., (1976(1965)), Essays on Developing Economies, Harvester Press, Sussex, 
UK 
 
Kannan, K.P. and G Raveendran, (2009), ‘Growth sans Employment: A Quarter Century 
of Jobless Growth in India’s Organised Manufacturing’, Economic and Political 
Weekly, Vol.44, No.10, March 7 
 
Luxemburg, R., (1963), The Accumulation of Capital, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 
London 
 
Maddison, A., (2001), The World Economy: A Millenial Perspective, OECD 
Development Studies Centre, Paris 
 
Marglin, S.A., and A. Bhaduri, (1990), ‘Profit Squeeze and Keynesian Theory’ in S.A. 
Marglin and J.B. Schor (eds.) The Golden Age in Capitalism: Reinterpreting the 
Postwar Experience, Clarendon Press, Oxford 
 
Michl, T.R., (2002), Macroeconomic Theory: A Short Course, M.E. Sharpe, Armonk, 
New York 
 
Mohanty, M. (2006), ‘Social Inequality, Labour Market Dynamics and the need for 
expanding Reservation’, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol.41, No.35, September 2 
 



Nayyar, D., (1978), “Industrial Development in India: Some Reflection on Growth and 
Stagnation”, EPW, Annual Number 
 
Nayyar, D., (1994) (ed.), Industrial Growth and Stagnation: The Debate in India, 
Oxford University Press, Mumbai 
 
Nayyar, D., (2006), ‘Economic Growth in Independent India – Lumbering Elephant or 
Running Tiger?’, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol.41, April 15 
 
Panagariya, A., (2004), “Growth and Reform in the 1980s and the 1990s” Economic and 
Political Weekly, Vol. 39, No. 25, June 
 
Patnaik, P., (1984), “The Market Question and Capitalist Development in India”, 
Economic and Political Weekly, Annual Number 
 
Patnaik, P., (1995) (ed.), Macroeconomics, Oxford University Press, Delhi 
 
Patnaik, P., (1997), Accumulation and Stability under Capitalism, Clarendon Press, 
Oxford 
 
Prebisch, R., (1950), The Economic Development of Latin America and Its Principal 
Problems, United Nations, New York 
 
Pritchett, L., 2000, “Understanding Patterns of Economic Growth: Searching for Hills 
among Plateaus, Mountains, and Plains,” World Bank Economic Review, 14(2) 
 
Raj, K.N., (1976), “Growth and Stagnation in Indian Industrial Development”, Economic 
and Political Weekly, Annual Number 
 
Rangarajan, C., P.I. Kaul and Seema, (2007), ‘Revisiting Employment and Growth’, 
Money & Finance, September 2007 
 
Rodrik, D., 2003, “Growth Strategies,” Harvard University, September 2003. 
 
Rodrik , D. and A. Subramaniam, 2004, “From Hindu Rate of Growth to Productivity 
Surge: The Mystery of the Indian Growth Transition”, NBER Working Paper No. 
10376.  
 
Shaikh, A., (2006), ‘Economic Policy in a Growth Context: A Synthesis of Keynes and 
Harrod’, Working Paper, Graduate Faculty, Dept. of Economics, New School for Social 
Research 
 
Shetty, S.L. (1978), ‘Structural Retrogression of the Indian economy since the Mid-
Sixties’, Economic and Political Weekly, Annual Number 
 
Sinha, A. and S. Tejani, 2004, ‘Trend Breaks in India’s GDP Growth Rate’, Economic 
and Political Weekly, Vol. 39, No. 52 



 
Srinivasan, T.N., and S. Tendulkar, 2003, Reintegrating India with the World 
Economy, Institute for International Economics, Washington D.C. 
 
Srinivasan , T.N., and N.S.S. Narayana (1977), ‘Economic Performance since the Third 
Plan and its implications for Policy’, Economic and Political Weekly, Annual Number 



 
 
 
 

APPENDIX II: MODEL RESULTS 
 

GDP SECTORAL RATIOS 

 
Coefficientsa

31.696 .261 121.240 .000
22.383 .401 1.022 55.772 .000
12.330 .436 .519 28.279 .000

-.779 .026 -.419 -29.698 .000
-.054 .049 -.015 -1.095 .280
.223 .067 .040 3.313 .002

-.004 .004 -.012 -.898 .374
-.048 .010 -.077 -4.547 .000
-.035 .019 -.030 -1.841 .072

(Constant)
D1
D2
X1
D1X1
D2X1
X2
D1X2
D2X2

Model
1

B Std. Error

Unstandardized
Coefficients

Beta

Standardi
zed

Coefficien
ts

t Sig.

Dependent Variable: RAGRIFORa. 
 

Model Summaryb

.995a .991 .989 .9076 2.339
Model
1

R R Square
Adjusted
R Square

Std. Error of
the Estimate

Durbin-
Watson

Predictors: (Constant), D2X2, D2X1, D1X1, X2, D1X2, X1, D1, D2a. 

Dependent Variable: RAGRIb. 
 

Model Summaryb

.997 a .994 .993 .8345 2.262
Model 
1 

R R Square 
Adjusted
R Square

Std. Error of
the Estiate

Durbin-
Watson

Predictors: (Constant), D2X2, D2X1, D1X1, X2, D1X2, X1, D1, D2a. 

Dependent Variable: RAGRIFORb. 



Coefficientsa

29.048 .284 102.169 .000
19.100 .436 1.031 43.761 .000

9.589 .474 .477 20.223 .000
-.692 .029 -.440 -24.265 .000
-.040 .053 -.013 -.754 .455
.254 .073 .054 3.474 .001

-.006 .005 -.024 -1.331 .190
-.057 .011 -.110 -5.049 .000
-.018 .021 -.018

.038



Model Summaryb

.990a .980 .976 .4108 1.255
Model
1

R R Square
Adjusted
R Square



Coefficientsa

2.393 .016 151.837 .000
-1.877 .024 -1.147 -77.600 .000
-1.061 .026 -.597 -40.364 .000

3.659E-02 .002 .263 23.141 .000
5.468E-03 .003 .020 1.854 .071
1.473E-02 .004 .036 3.637 .001

-.003 .000 -.134 -12.050 .000
5.615E-03 .001 .121 8.902 .000
4.629E-03 .001 .052 4.006 .000

.03
6



Model Summaryb

.996a .992 .991 .2208 1.634
Model
1

R R Square
Adjusted
R Square

Std. Error of
the Estimate

Durbin-
Watson

Predictors: (Constant), D2X2, D2X1, D1X1, X2, D1X2, X1, D1, D2a. 

Dependent Variable: RFINANCEb. 
 

Coefficientsa

10.303 .069 148.925 .000
-4.016 .106 -.809 -37.812 .000
-4.096 .115 -.761 -35.495 .000

.311 .007 .739 44.837 .000
-.347 .013 -.415 -26.772



Coefficientsa

12.020 .125 95.886 .000
-2.888 .192 -1.032 -15.009 .000

-.873 .209 -.288 -4.176 .000
7.103E-02 .013 .299 5.646 .000
6.448E-03 .023 .014 .275 .785

-.008 .032 -.011 -.242 .810
4.765E-03 .002 .116 2.241 .030
1.106E-02 .005 .140 2.203 .033

-.012 .009 -.080 -1.317 .195

(Constant)
D1
D2
X1
D1X1
D2X1
X2
D1X2
D2X2

Model
1

B Std. Error

Unstandardized
Coefficients

Beta

Standardi
zed

Coefficien
ts

t Sig.

Dependent Variable: RCOMMUa. 
 

Model Summaryb

.996a .992 .991 .3132 1.334
Model
1

R R Square
Adjusted
R Square

Std. Error of
the Estimate

Durbin-
Watson

Predictors: (Constant), D2X2, D2X1, D1X1, X2, D1X2, X1, D1, D2a. 

Dependent Variable: RTRADEb. 
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Model Summaryb

.995a .991 .989 .7008 1.875
Model
1

R R Square
Adjusted
R Square

Std. Error of
the Estimate

Durbin-
Watson

Predictors: (Constant), D2X2, D2X1, D1X1, X2, D1X2, X1, D1, D2a. 

Dependent Variable: RSERVICEb. 
 

Coefficientsa

46.794 .220 213.161 .000
-13.553 .337 -.957 -40.218 .000

-7.264 .366 -.473 -19.842 .000
.588 .022 .489 26.695 .000

-.122 .041 -.051 -2.959 .005
-.271 .056 -.076 -4.797 .000

1.890E-02 .004 .091 5.076 .000
1.934E-02 .009 .048 2.201 .033
9.351E-03 .016 .012 .581 .564

(Constant)
D1
D2
X1
D1X1
D2X1
X2
D1X2
D2X2

Model
1

B Std. Error

Unstandardized
Coefficients

Beta

Standardi
zed

Coefficien
ts

t Sig.

Dependent Variable: RSERVICEa. 

1



Coefficientsa

21.509 .125 172.611 .000
-8.828 .191 -1.111 -46.149 .000
-5.061 .208 -.587 -24.353 .000

.191 .013 .283 15.295 .000

.175 .023 .131 7.515 .000
4.749E-02 .032 .024 1.483 .145

-.015 .002 -.128 -7.052 .000
2.828E-02 .005 .126 5.669 .000
2.570E-02 .009 .060 2.812



Model Summaryb

1.000a .999 .999 1.835E-02 1.762
Model
1

R R Square
Adjusted
R Square

Std. Error of
the Estimate

Durbin-
Watson

Predictors: (Constant), D2X2, D2X1, D1X1, X2, D1X2, X1, D1, D2a. 

Dependent Variable: LNPFCEb. 

Coefficientsa

13.198 .006 2295.966 .000
-1.128 .009 -.957 -127.843 .000

-.712 .010 -.557 -74.274 .000
4.370E-02 .001 .437 75.755 .000

-.012 .001 -.061 -11.315.001 -.061- . 0 1 2



Coefficientsa

11.421 .018 644.660 .000
-2.054 .027 -1.060 -75.519 .000

-.996 .030 -.474 -33.721 .000
5.780E-02 .002 .351 32.511 .000
8.993E-03 .003 .028 2.711 .010

-.013 .005 -.027 -2.883 .006
-7.7E-005 .000 -.003 -.255 .800
4.257E-03 .001 .078 6.004 .000

-.001 .001 -.008 -.629 .532

(Constant)
D1
D2
X1
D1X1
D2X1
X2
D1X2
D2X2

Model
1

B Std. Error

Unstandardized
Coefficients

Beta

Standardi
zed

Coefficien
ts

t Sig.

Dependent Variable: LNGFCEa. 
 

Model Summaryb

1.000a .999 .999 1.945E-02



Model Summaryb

.995a .989 .987 9.345E-02 1.568
Model
1

R R Square
Adjusted
R Square

Std. Error of
the Estimate

Durbin-
Watson

Predictors: (Constant), D2X2, D2X1, D1X1, X2, D1X2, X1, D1, D2a. 

Dependent Variable: LNGDFCb. 
 

Coefficientsa

12.140 .029 414.694 .000
-1.688 .045 -.961 -37.568 .000

-.975 .049 -.512 -19.971 .000
6.690E-02 .003 .449 22.772 .000

-.001 .005 -.003 -.145 .885
-.020 .008 -.045 -2.647 .011

1.078E-04 .000 .004 .217 .829
-5.0E-005 .001 -.001 -.042 .966
1.486E-03 .002 .016 .692 .493

(Constant)
D1
D2
X1
D1X1
D2X1
X2
D1X2
D2X2

Model
1

B Std. Error

Unstandardized
Coefficients

Beta

Standardi
zed

Coefficien
ts

t Sig.

Dependent Variable: LNGDFCa. 
 

Model Summaryb

.940a .884 .863 .6975 1.873
Model
1

R R Square
Adjusted
R Square

Std. Error of
the Estimate

Durbin-
Watson



Coefficientsa

9.595 .219 43.910 .000
-.200 .022 -.590 -9.117 .000
-.009 .004 -.158 -2.502 .016

-1.739 .335 -.435 -5.183 .000
-.775 .364 -.179 -2.126 .039
.644 .041 .959 15.747 .000

3.290E-03 .009 .029 .376 .709
.472 .056 .470 8.411 .000

2.960E-02 .016 .137 1.847 .071

(Constant)
X1
X2
D1
D2
D1X1
D1X2
D2X1
D2X2

Model
1

B





Coefficientsa

21.129 .310 68.087 .000
-.169 .031 -.259 -5.425 .000
-.012 .005 -.103 -2.211 .032

-7.548 .476 -.982 -15.845 .000
-2.657 .518 -.319 -5.134 .000

.811 .058 .627 13.960 .000
3.818E-02 .012 .175 3.074 .004

.547 .080 .282 6.854 .000
2.446E-02 .023 .059 1.075 .288



Model Summaryb

.982a .965 .958 .2529 1.113
Model
1

R R Square
Adjusted
R Square

Std. Error of
the Estimate

Durbin-
Watson

Predictors: (Constant), D2X2, D2X1, D1X1, X2, D1X2, X1, D1, D2a. 

Dependent Variable: LNPVTIb. 
 

Coefficientsa

10.656 .079 134.500 .000
.106 .008 .477 13.353 .000

-.002 .001 -.041 -1.185 .242
-2.277 .122 -.869 -18.721 .000
-1.942 .132 -.683 -14.701 .000

-.022 .015 -.050 -1.474 .148
-.003 .003 -.044 -1.022 .312
-.077 .020 -.117 -3.791 .000
-.004 .006 -.025 -.619 .539

(Constant)
X1
X2
D1
D2
D1X1
D1X2
D2X1
D2X2

Model
1

B Std. Error

Unstandardized
Coefficients

Beta

Standardi
zed

Coefficien
ts

t Sig.

Dependent Variable: LNPVTIa. 
 



Coefficientsa

11.094 .053 209.408 .000
7.829E-02 .005 .557 14.727 .000
1.696E-03 .001 .070 1.887 .066

-1.554 .081 -.938 -19.107 .000
-.669 .088 -.372 -7.573 .000
-.050 .010 -.178 -4.999 .000

1.664E-03 .002 .035 .785 .437
-.043 .014 -.102 -3.130 .003

5.899E-04 .004 .007 .152 .880

(Constant)
X1
X2
D1
D2
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Model
1

B Std. Error
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Standardi
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Coefficien
ts

t Sig.
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Model Summaryb

.996a .991 .990 3.940E-02 2.213
Model
1

R R Square
Adjusted
R Square

Std. Error of
the Estimate

Durbin-
Watson

Predictors: (Constant), D2X2, D2X1, D1X1, X2, D1X2, X1, D1, D2a. 

Dependent Variable: LNAGRFORb. 
 

Coefficientsa

12.333 .012 999.240 .000
-.796 .019 -.955 -41.988 .000
-.487 .021 -.539 -23.677 .000

3.017E-02 .001 .427 24.358 .000

.000



Model Summaryb

.995a .990 .988 4.501E-02 2.224
Model
1

R R Square
Adjusted
R Square

Std. Error of
the Estimate

Durbin-
Watson

Predictors: (Constant), D2X2, D2X1, D1X1, X2, D1X2, X1, D1, D2a. 

Dependent Variable: LNAGRICUb. 

Coefficientsa

12.245 .014 868.401 .000
-.823 .022 -.948 -38.015 .000
-.532 .024 -.565 -22.608

- . 0 0 0



Coefficientsa

9.836 .012 811.831 .000
-1.798 .019 -1.038 -96.685 .000
-1.142 .020 -.608 -56.513 .000

5.713E-02 .001 .389 46.996 .000
-.001 .002 -.003 -.444 .659
-.023 .003 -.052 -7.267 .000
-.001 .000 -.048 -5.971 .000

2.605E-03 .000 .053 5.371 .000
3.315E-03 .001 .035 3.731 .001

(Constant)
D1
D2
X1



Model Summaryb

1.000a 1.000 .999 3.054E-02 1.246
Model
1

R R Square
Adjusted
R Square

Std. Error of
the Estimate

Durbin-
Watson

Predictors: (Constant), D2X2, D2X1, D1X1, X2, D1X2, X1, D1, D2a. 

Dependent Variable: LNMANUFb. 
 

Coefficientsa

9.747 .010 1018.668 .000
-2.864 .015 -1.046 -194.996 .000
-1.398 .016 -.471 -87.602 .000

7.254E-02 .001 .312 75.554 .000
3.660E-02 .002 .079 20.435 .000

-.001 .002 -.002 -.519 .607
-.001 .000 -.033 -8.234 .000

2.775E-03 .000 .036 7.245 .000
1.591E-03 .001 .011 2.268 .028

(Constant)
D1
D2
X1
D1X1
D2X1
X2
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Model Summaryb

.999a .999 .999 2.640E-02 .591
Model
1

R R Square
Adjusted
R Square

Std. Error of
the Estimate

Durbin-
Watson

Predictors: (Constant), D2X2, D2X1, D1X1, X2, D1X2, X1, D1, D2a. 

Dependent Variable: LNFINANCb. 
 

Coefficientsa

11.361 .008 1373.600 .000
-1.601 .013 -.986 -126.087 .000

-.889 .014 -.505 -64.462 .000
6.114E-02 .001 .444 73.666 .000

-.017 .002 -.063 -11.087 .000
-.022 .002 -.055 -10.564 .000

5.999E-04 .000 .025 4.277 .000
6.617E-04 .000 .014 1.999 .052

-.001 .001 -.013 -1.879 .067

(Constant)
D1
D2
X1
D1X1
D2X1
X2
D1X2
D2X2

Model
1

B Std. Error

Unstandardized
Coefficients

Beta

Standardi
zed

Coefficien
ts

t Sig.

Dependent Variable: LNFINANCa. 
 

Model Summaryb

1.000a .999 .999 2.395E-02 .940
Model
1

R R Square
Adjusted
R Square

Std. Error of
the Estimate

Durbin-
Watson

Predictors: (Constant), D2X2, D2X1, D1X1, X2, D1X2, X1, D1, D2a. 

Dependent Variable: LNCOMMUNb. 
 





Model Summaryb

1.000a .999 .999 2.980E-02 1.060




