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Dissertation Abstract 

In comparison to the traditional consumption model of exclusive ownership of products, sharing 

economy model is an emerging business model that HQDEOHV�³DFFHVVLELOLW\�ZLWKRXW�RZQHUVKLS´. The 

recent growth of sharing economy can be attributed to the proliferation of digital sharing economy 

platforms that facilitate transactions for temporary access to products. Furthermore, instead of the linear 

take-make-dispose economy, the circular economy model is also gaining attention from practitioners 

and researchers. The concept of circular economy is based on the principle to maintain the value of the 

products in the economy for as long as possible 



In the first essay (Chapter 2), I focus on the B2B domain of the sharing economy. Buying refurbished 

equipment is a viable economic alternative to buying higher-priced new advanced technology 

equipment. However, rather than engaging in exclusive ownership, the access-based business-to-



for a fee. Consumer-to-consumer SPs (C2C-SPs), like Tulerie, facilitate lenders to share their idle 

products (lender-owned products or LP) with the renters. Business-to-consumer SPs (B2C-SPs), like, 

Endless Wardrobe provide their own products (platform-owned products or PP) for rental. While some 

C2C-SPs provide only LPs, other C2C-SPs, like Hurr Collective have expanded into B2C sharing 

service by offering PP and operating as a hybrid SP (HYB-SP). However, hardly one can find a B2C-

SP that has expanded into a C2C sharing service by allowing collaboration among consumers. 

Furthermore, renters may also face performance risks from LP and PP, where the relative acceptance 

of LP can be higher or lower than PP along 


