
Essays on Market Category Emergence and Change 

ABSTRACT 

 As socially constructed partitions of the market space, categories constitute the 

cognitive infrastructure that enables exchange among market participants. This dissertation 

focuses on firm agency in the processes of market category emergence and change, in short, 



or the unsettling of the meaning and the distinctiveness of the focal emergent category.  Apart 

from identifying four mechanisms (juxtaposition, projection, reproduction, and revision) of 

such category work that is distinct from the better-understood and more conspicuous acts of 

category entrepreneurship, our study also contributes to developing a vocabulary to understand 

plausible categories which may linger in a liminal state of emergence and, thus, do not neatly 
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where we 

review the organizational identity (OI) and category literatures to understand how OI research has extended its theoretical ambit to the category level and how the category literature has embraced identity-oriented explanations of categories and categorization. In doiLan so, we explore the opportunities and benefits of a closer engagement between OI  research and categor y research towards buildiLancumulative knowledge on phenomena of common interest. We begin by examiniLanthe differences between the two research str eams on the ir perspectives on �µ identity �¶  and on the role of the  ���H�[�W�H�U�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�O�����µ audience �¶���L�Q���F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J�����P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���� and appraisiLanidentities .nThennwe discuss three specific themes that are of common interest to both the research streams - optimal/ legitimate distinctiveness , category -spanniLa /multiple identities , and, co -evolution of organizational identity and category identity . In doiLanso, we note that in terms of  concepts and constructs the two research streams are complementary and not contradi ctory  despite the onto -epistemological differences . We conclude by highlightiLa how a juxtaposition of the insights from the two literatures is both feasible and desirable .  


